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Narrating the
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Corinth

Luke’s Approach to Community
Conversions




Initial Situation

L After these things he left Athens and

went to Corinth? And he found a

certain Jew named Aquila, a native of

Pontus,havingrecently comefrom Italy

with his wife Priscilla,becauseClaudius
had commandedall the Jewsto leave
Rome He cameto them.3and because
he was of the same trade, he stayed
with them and they were working; for

by trade they were tent-makers 4 And

he was reasoning in the synagogue
every Sabbath and trying to persuade
Jewsand Greeks

Paul enters the
city & the
background of his
deeds as Apostle




Morris Berman presents evidence of deep rivalry between
sedentary and nomadic life forms since ancient times. In his book
Wandering God (2000, 164-165), he points out that in the ancient
world, sedentary people showed a strong obsession for making
the nomads cease their human flow, while the latter saw the life
of farmers as a form of slavery.




Ibn Khaldun (born
1332)

A He saw an implacable opposition between
baddwah (desert life) and haddrah (urban life)
and said in his Mugaddimah:

R

“All the customary activity of the
Bedouin (nomads) lead to
wandering and movement. This is
the antithesis and negation of
stationariness, which produces
civilization”




... For every shepherd
is loathsome to the
Egyptians

(Gen 46:34 NAS)
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The
Hebrew

Verb
Hithallek

&3

“The habitual continuous
movement of a shepherd and his
flock in the wilderness whether it
is over the area of grazing where
they settle for a time or the
relocation from one grazing spot
to another within the boundaries
of that same wilderness” (Tarazi,
The Rise of Scripture, 2017, p.
144).



> But when Silas and Timothy came
down from Macedonia, Paul began
devoting himself completely to the
word, solemnly testifying to the Jews
that Jesuswas the Christ ® And when
they resistedand blasphemed he shook | Paul is rejected by
out his garments and said to them, | the Jews and enters
Y o hlood be upon your own heads!| the house of a
am clean Fromnow on | shallgo to the proselyte.
Gentiles” 7 And he departed from there
and went to the houseof a certain man
named Titus Justus,a worshiper of God,
whose house was next to the
synagogue

Complication




8 And Crispus, the leader of the
synagogue pelievedin the Lord with all
his household, and many of the
Corinthians when they heard were
believing and being baptized® And the
Lordsaidto Paulin the night by a vision, The synagogue
"Do not be afraid any longer,butgoon| | eader ' s

speakingand do not be silent; for | am the Lor d’
with you, and no man will attack you in
order to harm you, for | have many
people in this city." 1 And he settled
there a year and six months, teaching
the word of Godamongthem.

to Paul’

Transforming Action




Resolution

12 But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the
Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and
brought him before the judgment seat, 13 saying,
"Thisman persuadesmento worship Godcontrary
to the law." 4But when Paul was about to open
his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews,"If it were a
matter of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it
would be reasonablefor me to put up with you; 1°
but if there are questionsabout words and names
and your own law, look after it yourselves | am
unwilling to be ajudge of these matters." 1 And he
drove them away from the judgment seat ’ And
they all took hold of Sosthenesthe leader of the
synagogue and beganbeating him in front of the
judgment seat And Gallio was not concerned
about any of thesethings.

The proconsul does not
condemn Paul and frees
him. Sosthenes is injured.




18 And Paul, having remained many Pablo leaves
days longer, took leave of the
brethren and put out to seafor Syria,
and with him were Priscilla and company of
Aquila. Aquila and

Priscilla.

the city In the
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The Lord The Jews The
Corinthians
Despatcher Receiver
Opposer

!

Paul — Faith

Subject I Object

Aquila &
Priscilla, Justus
& Crispus,
Gallio
Helper
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Aquila
Priscilla
Claudius
Silas
Timothy

Justus
Crispus
Gallio
Sosthenes
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1 Cor 16,19
1 Cor 16,19

2 Cor 1,19 (Zthovavoc)
1Cor4,17;16,10; 2 Cor 1,1; 1,19

1Corl,l4

1Cor 1,14



